
Let us start chapter 6

Example 1:

There are 5 employees in a unit.

The random Variable: # of employees that will report for work tomorrow

54320 1
This is an example of a discrete random variable

Continuous Random Variable:

The temperature outside a certain building is somewhere between 0 and 5 degrees C.

0 1 2 3 4 5

The variable can take on any value on the above number line, including
the whole number values.

This is an example of a continuous random variable

The probabilities for a continuous random variable are given by the areas under a curve given by a continuous
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density function y  fx.

such that

a) fx ≥ 0 for all x.
b) The total area under the curve is 1.

Example:

A uniform distribution

(anywhere between the two values uniformly)

Example
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y

y=f(x)

0 1 2 3 4 5

The above shows a uniform distribution on the interval 0,5

The density curve is a horizontal straight line
In order for the area under the density curve to be 1
the equation of the line has to be y  1

5 , that is the density curve is given by fx  1
5

The probability of this random variable will take on values between xa and xb is given by the area under
density curve from xa to xb
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For example, the area between x2 and x4 is

P2 ≤ X ≤ 4
2  1

5  0.4

-1 1 2 3 4 5x

y

y=f(x)

0 1 2 4 5

1/5

Normal Distribution

The density curve of a normal distribution with mean  and standard deviation
 is given by
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fx  1
 2

e−x−
2/22

Its graph is a bell shaped curved determined by the parameters  and  as shown below
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Example:

Given that the time that the students take to finish a certain standardized test shows a normal distribution with
mean 90 minutes and standard deviation 10 minutes.
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Terminology:
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A normal distribution with the mean 0 and standard deviation 1 is called the standard normal distribution.
Standard normal variable is denoted by z.

sz  1
2

e−z
2/2

sz

z

s
Total area under this curve is 1.

We are going to use a standard normal curve areas table that is attached at the end of this lesson. The table will give us
the cummulative areas for a given value of z.
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z
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For Example, if we would like to see the area under the standard normal curve to the left of z  −1.27

We can go right of the row containing −1.2 and look at the entry corresponding to the column of 0.07
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To get the desired answer

If we would like to get the area under the standard normal curve to the left of z  2.34
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We can go right of the row containing 2.3 and look at the entry corresponding to the column of 0.04
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The area under the z-curve to the right of z  2.34 is 1 −. 990358  0.009642
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Now let us find the area under the normal curve between z  −1.27 and z  2.34
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We can standardize a variable that follows a normal distribution to
srandard normal distribution by using the conversion rule

z  x−


Let us use this conversion rule to answer questions about any normal distribution
Example:

Scores on a certain performance test for document analysists show approximately a normal distribution with
mean 29 points and standard deviation 6 points.
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a) To find the percentage of analysists who scored more than 40 points.
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First, we shall find the standard score for x  40

z  40−29
6  1. 83
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The proportion of scores above 40 can be obtained by finding the area under the standard normal curve to the
right of z1.83

First, we shall find the area under the standard normal curve to the left of z1.83 from the z-table

.1.83  1.80 .03
.03
↓

1.80 → .9664
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z
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b) Find the percentage of analysists who scored between 20 and 40 points.

For x  20,
z  20−29

6  − 1. 5
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.00 .09
↓ ↓

−1.5 0.0668

For x  40
we already saw that
z  40−29

6  1. 83

and that
.03
↓

1.80 → .9664

The proportion of scores between 20 and 40 is the same as the area under the standard normal curve
from z  −1.50 and z  1.83

is . 9664 − 0.668  0.2984
about 89.96% of the scores are between 20 and 40.

c) Find the first quartile of this distribution.

Who is the first quartile,
the number such that 25% of the data is below this number.
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That is x such that the area to the left of x is approximately 0.25.
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x

If we are using the z-table, first we have to find z such that the area below this value of z is 0.25.
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z

Look for the area value of 0.25 in the table.

Since, we could not find 0.25 exactly in the area portion, we are using the value .2486 that is closest
to 0.25
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.07
↑

−0.6  .2486

z  −0.67
This gives us z  −. 67 as the first quartile for the standard normal distribution

Now, we shall find the first Quartile for our normal distribution of interest that is
shall solve the following equation for x
x−29

6  −.67

→
x − 29  −.67  6
x  29 −.67  6
x 24. 98

is the first quartile of this distribution.

It is just a coincidence that the first quartile is approximately 25

d) You would like to give a special raise to the analysits
who are in the top 2%. At least what score must one
have to get this special raise?

First let us find the value of z such that the area under the standard normal curve to the left of this value is
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1 −.02  0.98

Look in the area portion
.05
↑

2.0  .9798

z2.05

To find x solve,
x−29

6  2.05 → x − 29  2.05  6 → x  29  2.05  6  41.3

Must have at least 41.3 points to be in the top 2%

Example 2:
The processing time for an application at a certain office shows approximately a normal distribution with mean
of 20.7 days and standard deviation of 2.9 days. Answer the following questions:
a) What percentage of applications are processed within 21 days?
b) What percentage of applications take from 14 to 28 days?
c) What percentage of applications take more than 30 days?
d) How fast does an application takes to be processed to within the fastest 1%.
e) A lawyer’s office has sent five such applications to this office. Calculate the probability that at least one of
these will be processed within 18 days.
(state the assumptions that you made in your calculations.)
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a) What percentage of applications are processed within 21 days?
Standardize
z  21−20.7

2.9  0.10344827590.10

From the table the area to the left of z . 10 is
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.00 .09
↓

.1 .5398

37



The area to the left of z  0.1 is . 0. 5398

53.98% are processed within 21 days.

b) What percentage of applications take from 14 to 28 days?

Between
14 to 28

For x  14 : z  14−20.7
2.9  − 2. 310344828

For x  28: z  28−20.7
2.9  2. 517241379

To find the area under the z-curve from z  −2.31 to z  2.52

Area between z  −2.31 and z  0 is
.01 .09
↓

−2.3 → .0104

Area between to the left of z  2.52
.02
↓

2.5 → .9941

The area between z  −2.31 to z  2.52
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is . 9941 −. 0104  0.9837
.

98.37%

c) What percentage of applications take more than 30 days?
z 30−20.7

2.9  3. 2068965523.21

Off the limits on the chart

The largest z value on the chart is z  3.09
.09

3.0 .9990

The area to the right of z  3.09 is
1 −.9990  0.001

sz
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the area to the right of z  3.52
is approximately 0
actually
less than . 001

d) How fast does an application takes to be processed to within the fastest 1%.

To find X such that only 1% of the area is to the left of this value of X
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We are doing a reverse calculation here

We take 0.01 in the table

sz

-3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

x

y
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the blue area is 0.01

the value closest to 0.01 is 0.0099

.03
↑

−2.3  .0099

our value of z is
z  −2.33

We still have to find X
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X−20.7
2.9  −2.33, Solution is: X  13. 943

e) A lawyer’s office has sent five such applications to this office. Calculate the probability that at least one of
these will be processed within 18 days.

Assumption1: We are assuming that the same trend holds for the future applications.

First:
We find the probability that any of them will be processed within 18 days

z  18−20.7
2.9  − 0.9310344828−0.93

.03
↓

−.9 → .1762

A

The probability that any application will take less than 18 days is
0.1762

assuming that
The probability that any ONE application will take less than 18 days is
0.1762

Assuming independence,
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we have a binomial distribution with
n  5
p .1762
to find the probability
for
1 or more

a better way is:

1 − P0
1 − C5,00.176201 −. 17625

1 − 1 −. 17625
 0.620589856

f)
A lawyer’s office has sent FIFTEEN such applications to this office. Calculate the probability that at least one of
these will be processed within 18 days.

1 −1 −. 178215 0.947338642

Another widely used continuous distribution

is exponential distribution
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